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APRIL SERVICES
Adult Religious Education starts at 9:30 a.m.
Activities for Children and Youth will be available during Adult RE.

Worship Service starts at 11 a.m.

Children and Youth are dismissed during the service for Religious Education.

Nursery care is available during Adult RE and till the service ends.

April 5—It is Easter Sunday and Rev. Barbara
Jarrell is in the pulpit. The service will include music
from the All Souls Choir and an inclusive communion
ritual that is open to all. After the service, we will have
an Easter Egg Hunt for children from nursery age to
5th Grade. Middle School and High School will be assisting the Easter Bunny to hide the eggs that morning
and receive “Hiders’ Benefits” for their efforts. Board
Persons of the Day are Ken Peterson and Eric First.
April 12—Rev. Barbara Jarrell is in the pulpit. Board
Persons of the Day are Bennett Upton and John Ratcliff.
April 19—Our Earth Day Service features a celebration of peace and social justice. We will examine our
place in the interdependent web of all existence, as well
as our responsibility to all life within it. Board Persons
of the Day are Amanda Lawrence and Kathy Osuch.
April 26—Rev. Lee Jeter from the Fuller Center for
Housing of Northwest Louisiana returns to our pulpit.
Board Persons of the Day are Bob Jordan and Eric
First.

Board Names Brian Salvatore
2015 Emerson Award Winner
Mark your calendars now
for the Emerson Award Service on May 3.
Each year, All Souls gives
the Ralph Waldo Emerson
Award to the individual or organization in the wider community who has done the most
to embody and exemplify the
principles and values of liberal
religion.
Image Credit: LSUS News
This year, a number of our
members nominated Brian Salvatore, professor of
chemistry at Louisiana State University at Shreveport, for his role in alerting the public to the immediate and long-term dangers of the proposed open burn
of 16 million pounds of M6 propellants at Camp
Minden. The Board agreed and voted to offer the
Emerson to Salvatore, who accepted and agreed to
be our speaker when he receives the award on May
3. While we appreciate the work of every member
of the Dialogue Committee who ultimately worked
for a safer method of disposal, including farmer Dee
Blaylock of Natchitoches Parish, previous Emerson
recipient Frances Kelley, our own Ron Hagar, and
many others, we felt that Salvatore distinguished
himself in the effort in the way that he brought the
science home to all of us, using gentle humor and
plain speaking while never letting us forget the very
real danger to our entire region and its future.
For remembering our place in the interdependent web and our responsibility to it, and for sounding an alarm that sparked an immense grassroots
movement for change, we are delighted to present
the Emerson Award to Brian Salvatore.
Submitted by Susan Caldwell, Director of Religious
Lifespan Education
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Welcoming
Congregation.

FROM THE MINISTER
A Prayer for the Leaders and Issues of Louisiana
By Rev.
Barbara Jarrell
On Saturday, March
21 Northern and Central
Louisiana Interfaith held a
prayer breakfast fundraiser
in preparation for our
statewide assembly the following weekend.
Prayers were offered
by Rev. Bret Shepherd
from Stonewall Missionary
Baptist Church for local
officials and issues, Imam
Ricky Rollins from Masjid
Al-Taqwa for national officials and issues, and I was
to pray for the leaders and
issues of Louisiana.
Two or three different
people suggested that the
prayer I offered ought to
be published. So, I have
decided to submit it as this
month’s newsletter entry:
Most wondrous source
of life and love, Before
You, we come bringing our
gratitude as well as our
cares and concerns for this
beautiful and abundantly
blessed if often badly
abused state. We come
now to lift up Louisiana
and her leaders asking and
accepting
your
help,
hope, and
healing.

We turn our hearts,
our thoughts and prayers
to the widespread poverty
in this resource-rich state.
We pray your blessings on
those who are on the
wrong side of that financial equation—but we pray
even harder for those who
would hoard the resources
they manage and actively
work to limit how many
those resources reach.
May they grow more generous in heart.
We pray for those
without adequate access to
healthy food—
But we pray harder
for those who block grass
roots efforts to change that
and the funding to make
healthy food available.
May they come to facilitate
and share the feast.
We pray for the many
Louisiana children and
adults who are kept at
arm’s length from exceptional educational opportunities sometimes afforded others—
But we pray harder
for those who redirect educational funding to further
political careers. May the
lessons be learned in time
to help this season of students and all who follow.
We pray for those who
have become snared in the
human trafficking web.
May they find their ways
free and back into safety.
And we pray harder still
for those without the soul
to see or care about the

damage they are doing.
May their eyes be opened
and their souls struck with
compassion.
We pray for the public
defenders who can’t try
their caseloads because
their caseloads are too trying and for all of those
who subsequently do without adequate defense or
wind up accepting terms
and pleas and charges for
which they are innocent—
but we pray harder for
those who have the power
to change the laws, make
new laws and effectively
fund this constitutionally
guaranteed right. May
their actions generate
deeper justice.
We turn our hearts
and prayers to those who
fill the jails and prisons
from one end of the state to
the other, many uncharged
and awaiting trial, many
with stiff sentences for non
-violent offenses, many
with no hope to escape the
cycle or incarceration—
But we pray harder
for those who manage or
manipulate the system to
line their own pockets and
for those who turn a blind
eye toward unequal enforcement and distribution
of sentences. May impartiality come to rule the day.
May the captives come to
know freedom and a welcome re-entry into a fulfilling life.
(Continued on Page 4:
MINISTER)

Corner office with a view
The Season of the Friend: To Be an Ally
By Susan Caldwell,
Director of Lifespan Religious Education
In the Unitarian Universalist Liturgical Year as created by the Rev. Susan Smith, we are now in the Season
of the Friend, when we celebrate our Second Principle,
Justice, Equity and Compassion in Human Relations.
On April 5, we celebrate Easter, the holiday when
many Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. For
us as Unitarian Universalists, it is a time to celebrate the
return of new life to the Earth, and the resonance that
story may have in our own lives, not necessarily as a story
of a required blood sacrifice, but as an allegory for our
personal struggles and the possibility of resurrection of
our own spirits.
It is also a time when we can look again at the life
and teachings of Jesus and remind ourselves of his mission to love those deemed unlovable or somehow “less
than” by the society around him.
Our tradition of social justice calls us to do our best
to be allies to all who are marginalized for any reason In
using the UU Lenten Meditations for my personal journaling practice, I wrote this for the word, “Ally.”
To be an ally is to listen. Really listen. To be an ally
is not to tell the other person how to feel. To be an ally is
NOT to say, "You're being too sensitive."
To be an ally is to try and think about what it would
feel like to be in that person's position. To be an ally is to
remember to hold that in tension with the fact that you are
NOT in that person's position, and it's not about you. To
be an ally is to think about language, and at times to let go
of assumptions and rules that may have been important,
maybe even precious to you.
My husband says, "We will not die on the hill of the
Chicago Manual of Style." and "People are more important than pronouns." Even the staunchest of grammar
geeks will come to remember that all language evolves.
To be an ally is to acknowledge your own privilege,
be it granted by race, gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity, economics, religion, geography, education, genetics, or any one of a number of accidents of birth or upbringing.
No one … NO ONE … is truly self-made, and to own
one's privilege is not to deny or downplay one's work, but
to realize that another's work may have begun at a different starting point behind your own.
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To be an ally is not only to acknowledge your own
privilege but to use it in a way that helps to level the playing field for others, and to relinquish it in those moments
when to do so can be a path to learning for you and a path
to power for others.
To be an ally is NOT to say, "I don't see color." Color
-blindness is a luxury reserved for white people, and to
deny the existence of color is to deny the existence of a
world where it does indeed exist, and matter, and affect
the quality of numerous lives. Color-blindness is insulting
and not the answer to racial justice.
To be an ally is never to say, "If you weren't doing
anything wrong, you'd have nothing to fear from the police."
To be an ally is not to stare uncomfortably at the
mother of the special needs child or the crying baby, but
to smile, to offer friendship and assistance, to be the face
of a world that welcomes children.
To be an ally is take a constant, critical look at the
spaces where we congregate through the lens of disability
with an eye toward greater inclusiveness.
To be an ally is to speak up and speak out against
bullying or discrimination of any kind, at any level, from
the tiny microagressions of daily interactions to largescale discrimination against any group, for any reason.
And finally, to be an ally is sometimes to mess up, to
stumble, to offer a real apology beginning with the words,
“I’m sorry I …” and not “I’m sorry you…” and to keep
trying, to stay engaged with the work “to the end that all
souls shall grow into harmony with the sacred. Thus do
we covenant with each other.”

Membership Matters
Visitors, Join Us for an Info Session on April 12
shortly after the service ends.
The meeting is open to anyone
interested in exploring more about
Unitarian Universalism and membership at All Souls. It is held in the high
This month’s Information Session school classroom—the one with the
is April 12 and starts at about 12:30
couches.
p.m. Grab a cup of coffee and join us
We will share ongoing activities
By Ron Thurston,
Membership Committee

at All Souls, ways to get involved, and
our membership process. Staff and
members will be present to answer
questions, and we will share spiritual
journeys, as you are comfortable.
If you have questions regarding
membership, please contact me at
(318) 300-9509.

MINISTER: We pray for those who have influence in the treatment of our environment, for those who manage natural resources, for Louisiana State Police, for all the department heads and secretaries and commissioners, the State
Senators and Representatives—that they may come to know deeper guidance by your grace and goodness. But we
pray most fervently for Governor Jindal. In his remaining time in office, may Your light of benevolence, of reason, of
compassion, abundance, of all that is just, holy, and good come to fill his intention and deeds.
God of our many understandings, we ask your guidance and blessings on this ground, this land of Louisiana,
every blade of grass, drop of water, inch of dirt or sand or swamp—particularly those affected by storms and spills
and human influence. May they be healed and enriched to support life more fully.
And finally, we humbly ask you to hold every life that travels the highways and byways of Louisiana. May our
ways be made smooth—and may we all come to work together for good and leave our state a better place for having
lived in it.
It is in your holy name we pray.
Amen and blessed be.
I find it interesting that I am called on to do a lot more prayer praying in public away from All Souls than I am at
All Souls. I offer them from a place that holds integrity for me. I hope you feel in this instance that I represented our
congregation honorably.
Now I offer this for every member and friend of our church. May we all grow in our capacity to act bravely and
wisely from compassion to effect whatever positive changes we might. Happy Spring everyone!
Yours in ever evolving faith,

Barbara
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April 2 & 30

The regular monthly meeting of the Northwest Cluster of Northern and Central Louisiana Interfaith will
be Thursday evening, April 16 at 7 p.m. at All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church. We look forward to
an excellent turnout from the church. In addition to an update on Camp Minden, the issues we are working on include, among others:

• Food Access—The Healthy Food Retail Act passed in 2009. It provided for loans or grants to be offered to anyone who would locate a source of fresh, whole food, whether a grocery store, food co-op,
or other innovative project, in an underserved neighborhood, also known as a “food desert.” Together
Louisiana, our statewide organization, is working with Commissioner of Agriculture Mike Strain to
find available funding to make this “unfunded mandate” a reality.
• Mass Incarceration and the Public Defender System—The state is proposing cuts to the already
severely underfunded Public Defender System. This is particularly threatening to the justice system in
Caddo Parish, which has the highest incarceration rate in a state that has the highest incarceration rate
in the world, overtaking even very repressive Third World regimes. Our overworked PD’s already
often meet their clients on the day they go to trial . Interfaith and Together Louisiana are talking with
elected officials at the parish and state levels and with John Burkhart of the Louisiana Campaign for
Equal Justice in an effort to seek reform.
• Payday Lending—As you know, we fell short of victory on this issue in last year’s legislative session, despite great bipartisan efforts from Louisiana State Senator Robert Adley(R-Benton) and Senator Ben Nevers (D-Bogalusa) and support in the House from several of our local representatives. We
are now approaching this issue at the federal level. The Consumer Finance Protection Bureau is proposing federal guidelines for the payday industry, and we have asked local elected officials as well as
our own citizens to write letters to our federal representatives urging them to pass those regulations.
Submitted by Susan Caldwell, Director of Religious Lifespan Education

SWUUC Conference
& Annual Meeting
First Unitarian Universal Church | New Orleans
The newly formed Southern Region (made up of the former Florida, Mid-South, Southeast, and Southwest districts
of the UUA) will hold four Annual Assemblies simultaneously from April 17 to 19. The Southwest District meeting
will be happening alongside the Florida District Meeting
(Orlando), the Mid-South District Meeting (Montgomery,
AL), and the Southeast District Meeting (Greensboro, NC).
This year’s theme is “We Are Building a New Way!”
The 2015 joint Annual Assemblies will feature an important vote which will help to define our relationships as UU
congregations, clusters, elders, and staff in the Southern
Region, and a keynote address by the Rev. Jeanne Pupke
(broadcast to all of the district meeting locations).
District Boards, volunteer leaders, and regional staff are working together on
plans to support our relationships as
Unitarian Universalists without the
current corporate district-based
governance structures.
More information on the vote to
dissolve district governance can
be found online here.
Submitted by Steve Caldwell,
Denominational Affairs Committee

Office Volunteers Needed
The All Souls Office is currently staffed only two days a week
by two regular volunteers, Kathy
Osuch and Patrick Early. We need
volunteers who are able to commit to
one day a week or individuals willing to substitute on occasion when
our regular volunteers are unable to make it.
Duties are light and include returning calls, answering the phone, printing, etc.
Could this be you? If you would like more information, please contact Kathy at kjosuch@aol.com or
(318) 861-6729 or Submitted by Melissa Gibson, Newsletter Editor

DENOMINATIONAL EVENTS
22-24 May 2015 – Baton Rouge YRUU Youth
Rally (Baton Rouge ,LA). For high school youth
ages 14 to 19. More details to follow.
24-28 June 2015 – UUA General Assembly
(Portland, OR). The annual business meeting for
congregations and other organizations within the
Unitarian Universalist Association. For more details,
go online here: http://www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml.
Submitted by Steve Caldwell, Denominational Affairs
Committee

Bob Jordan Named April’s
Volunteer of the Month
2015 UU Summer Camp News
14-20 June 2015 Camp Murray
Youth Camp (Lake Murray State
Park, near Ardmore, OK). For 14
through 18 years old youth, age 19 if
just graduated from high school (rising
9th grade to recent graduate). This
camp is sponsored by First UU Church
of Oklahoma City, OK.

All Souls is pleased to announce Bob Jordan as
this month’s Volunteer of the Month.
Bob is a dedicated member of the All Souls Choir
and currently serves on the Board of Directors.
Most recently, Bob volunteered his musical talents to both the Mardi Gras and St. Patrick’s Day parties. He also helped organize and sponsor the events.
Bob was also a great help during the All Souls
Media Sale, helping organize books and being the sale’s top shopper.
Around town, he is also a literacy tutor at Noel Methodist Church in
Highland and works with the Alternatives to Violence Project.
For everything Bob does to make All Souls and our community a
better place, please give him your thanks.
Submitted by Melissa Gibson, Newsletter Editor

28 June–4 July 2015 SW District Primary Grades Summer Camp (U-BarU Camp). For 8 through 11 year old
children (rising 3rd to 6th graders).
5-11 July 2015 SW District Junior
Grades Summer Camp (U-Bar-U
Camp). For 12 through 14 year old
youth (rising 7th to 9th graders).
12-18 July 2015 SW District Senior
Grades Summer Camp (U-Bar-U
Camp). For 14 to 18 years old youth,
age 19 if just graduated from high
school (rising 9th grade to recent
graduate).
19-24 July 2015 SWUUSI (Southwest
UU Summer Institute) – Location
TBA. Additional details as we get
closer to the event date.
Submitted by Steve Caldwell, Denominational Affairs Committee

Plant & Bulb Sale
Saturday, April 25
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sunday, April 26
Before and after the 11 a.m. service
Please bring your unwanted plants, bulbs, seeds, and
gardening fare to the church by Friday, April 24 at 1 p.m.
Please bring items potted or bagged and ready to sell.
Questions? Contact Kathy Osuch
at kjosuch@aol.com or (318) 861-6729.

Tell Your Friends!

A Monster Thanks for
Successful Fundraisers
Thanks to everyone involved in the fundraisers so far
this year!
In February, the Mardi Gras party raised more than
$400. A big thank you to our musicians, Bob Jordan,
Bethany Sorkey, and Chris and Elaine Webb.
In March, the St. Patrick’s Day party also brought in
more than $400. Music was provided by Bob, Bill Conly,
and Bethany Sorkey.
This year’s Media Sale brought in more than $300.
Thanks to everyone who donated and purchased. Thanks to
Kathy Osuch and Melissa Gibson for organizing the sale.
We received a large number of books from the estate of late
member Bill Johnston and wish to thank Bob, Phil Boswell, and John Ratcliff for hauling them over for the sale.
Pastafarian Dinners have also been bringing in a steady
stream of donations for Restore All Souls Nature Trail
(RANT). Thank you to Bennett Upton and his crew for
continuing to organize the dinners. You can join in on the
fun (and the food) on April 29 at 6:30 p.m. in the social hall.
Submitted by Melissa Gibson, Newsletter Editor

Easter Bunny Wants YOU to
Help with This Year’s Hunt
It’s that time of year again, and a bit earlier than
usual! This year, the first Sunday after the first full
moon after the Vernal Equinox comes on the first Sunday of April, April 5.
Prior to that time, we will need help with Easter
eggs and some friends to help hide them that Sunday
morning.
We ask parents and anyone else bring a dozen
filled plastic eggs per child BEFORE Easter Sunday.
You can bring them by the office during the week and
leave them by the office door if we aren’t there.
You can fill the eggs with candy, small toys,
stickers, or other small treasures.
Please mark your eggs as safe/unsafe
for children less than 3. “Unsafe”
includes hard candy, gum, anything with nuts, or any small toys
that could be a choking hazard.
Submitted by Susan Caldwell,
Director of Religious Lifespan
Education

Purchase Your Easter Lily

Easter is sneaking
up on us this year –
it’s the first Sunday
of this month, April
5!
You are invited
to purchase an
Easter lily for the
altar on Easter Sunday, after which the
lily is yours to do
with as you please.
Planted in a shady spot in your yard,
the plant will come up year after year.
If you would like to buy a lily, please
submit your order before Easter Sunday.
Fill out this form with the dedication you
wish to have printed in the Order of Service and bring it by the church. You may
also print out the form below and mail it
in with your check or call during office
hours and pay by credit card. Lilies are
$10 by cash or check. Credit cards will be
charged $11 per a lily.

NAME

____________________________________

PHONE

______________

EMAIL

____________________________________

# EASTER LILIES ______ @$10/ea. = $_______ TOTAL
by credit card @$11/ea. = $ _______ TOTAL
DEDICATION(S) AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO READ:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
5:30 PM Choir

Thu
2
5 PM Highland Blessing
Dinner

Fri
3

Sat
4
10:30 AM
Meditation
3 PM ADF

5 PM Support Group

5
9:30 AM Adult RE
11 AM
Worship / RE
EASTER EGG HUNT

6
5:45 PM Yoga

7
7 PM Great
Questions Group

8
5:30 PM Choir

9
5 PM Support Group

10

11
9 AM to 1 PM
Building & Grounds
Work Day

7 PM Worship
Committee Meeting

10:30 AM
Meditation
3 PM ADF

1:30 PM LTA
12
9:30 AM Adult RE
11 AM
Worship / RE
12:30 PM Newcomer
Info Session

13
5:45 PM Yoga

14
7 PM Great
Questions Group

15
5:30 PM Choir

16
5 PM Support Group
7 PM Interfaith
Leaders’ Meeting

17

18
10:30 AM
Meditation

6 PM Davis
Wedding
Rehearsal

3 PM ADF
5 PM Davis Wedding

SWUUC Conference
19
9:30 AM Adult RE
11 AM Worship / RE
12:30 PM Newcomer
Info Session

20
5:45 PM Yoga

21
6 PM Board & Council
Meeting

22
5:30 PM Choir

23
5 PM Support Group

24

7 PM Great
Questions Group

10:30 AM
Meditation
3 PM ADF

SWUUC
26
9:30 AM Adult RE
11 AM Worship / RE
PLANT & BULB SALE

27
5:45 PM Yoga

28
7 PM Great
Questions Group

25
9 AM to 1PM
PLANT & BULB SALE
(See Page 6)

29
5:30 Choir

30
5 PM Highland Blessing
Dinner

MAY 1

2
10:30 AM
Meditation

6:30 Pastafarian Dinner
8 PM Newsletter
Deadline

5 PM Support Group

3 PM ADF

BAFB Air Show

The Story of the Healing Quilts
Late member Margaret Hurley made the quilt pictured here, with fabric donated by the Sisters of Miriam, a women’s
group that was active at All Souls in the past. Margaret donated the quilt to be sold at the Silent Auction, where I bought it.
It was first used for my friend Kathleen, who was fighting two types of cancer. Kathleen said, “I can
feel the healing and holding of the women to help me fight and recover.” It was then used on my
granddaughter, fighting an illness. I’ve used it several times—injuries, bronchitis, pneumonia, and
my recent back surgery. Rev. Barbara Jarrell had it for a while for her recovery from breast cancer. When you wrap in the quilt, all the care, nurturing, and healing of all the women (especially
Margaret) engulf you. I believe it has magic.
If you or someone you know would like to have the quilt while healing (and this doesn’t have to
be physical healing), please let me or Susan Caldwell know. I’ll be happy to bring it along.
Margaret’s family made a quilt in her honor, and I’m planning to have Patrick Early christen it
as he heals from eye surgery later this month.
Two quilts, made in love, to wrap around the congregation that is uniquely loved.
Hugs, Betty Parent

