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All Souls News 

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday through Friday:  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.    
OFFICE EMAIL  office@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
OFFICE PHONE  (318) 868-3313 

‘Give for Good’ to Local 
Non-Profits on May 5 
 On Tuesday, May 

5, The Community 

Foundation of North 

Louisiana is sponsoring 

Give for Good, a 24-

hour day for online giv-

ing for various non-

profits in our commu-

nity.  

 The focus of the day is to raise awareness for 

the many non-profits in Shreveport-Bossier and 

the good work they are doing, to build a spirit of 

philanthropy in our citizens, and to raise unre-

stricted dollars for the participating organizations. 

 At any time on May 5, you can log on to the 

Give for Good website and contribute to all of the 

non-profits that are close to your heart—you need 

only login once!  

 We hope you will give special consideration 

to two organizations in which we are partner 

members: Highland Center Ministries and North-

ern and Central Louisiana Interfaith.  

 Highland Center Ministries offers not only 

the Highland Blessing Dinner, but also clothing 

resources including Maggie Lee’s Closet for chil-

dren, the Little Clothesline for babies and tod-

dlers, and Men’s Gear, offering clothing and tools 

for those who need them.  

 Highland Center Ministries has also partnered 

with Pelican State Credit Union to provide a low-

cost alternative to payday loans, as well as other 

banking services for the un-banked and under-

banked.  They also offer free tax preparation to 

help low-income individuals and families, saving 

them expensive filing fees. 

(Continue Page 3: GIVE FOR GOOD) 

MAY SERVICES 
Adult Religious Education starts at 9:30 a.m. 

Activities for Children and Youth will be available during Adult RE. 

Worship Service starts at 11 a.m.   
Children and Youth are dismissed during the service for Religious Education. 

Nursery care is available during Adult RE and till the service ends. 
 
May 3—Each year, All Souls celebrates its anniversary by 

presenting the Ralph Waldo Emerson Award to the individ-

ual or organization from the wider community who has best 

exemplified the principles and values of liberal religion. This 

year, our 65th, we are honored to present the award to Brian 

Salvatore, chemistry professor from LSUS, for his dedicated 

and relentless work to prevent the open burn of M6 propel-

lants at Camp Minden. We are delighted, as well, that he is 

our speaker.  Board Persons of the Day are John Ratcliff and 

Kathy Osuch. 

 
May 10—Today is Mother’s Day, and Rev. Barbara Jarrell 

is in the pulpit.  Board Persons of the Day are Kathy Osuch 

and Bennett Upton.  

 

May 17—Rev. Barbara Jarrell is in the pulpit. Our spring 

Congregational Meeting will follow the service at 12:30 p.m.  

All active members are encouraged to attend.  See Page 6 for 

details on the meeting.  Board Persons of the Day are Ken 

Peterson and Amanda Lawrence. 

 

May 24—Amanda Lawrence is in the pulpit today with 

“Infinity and Potential,” kicking off the season of our Fifth 

Source,  “Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the 

guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us 

against idolatries of the mind and spirit.”  Board members of 

the day are Eric First and Melissa Gibson. 

 

May 31—“Companions for the Journey” Reflections on our 

Fifth Source from three of our members and friends, Eric 

First, Barbara Deger, and a third speaker yet to be con-

firmed.  Board Persons of the Day are Bob Jordan and 

Amanda Lawrence. 



 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Church Office 
(318) 868-3313 

office@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
 

Board President  

Eric First, President 
(318) 840-2197 – Cell 

efirst@lsuhsc.edu 
 

Minister 

Rev. Barbara Jarrell 

(318) 797-1957 – Home 
(318) 393-5952 – Cell 

minister@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
 

Director of Lifespan 

Religious Education  

Susan Caldwell  
(318) 465-3427 – Cell 

dre@allsoulsuushreveport.org  
 

Financial Assistants 

Jan Daczyk 

finance@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
Laurie Lyons  

laurie@walkerlyons.com 
 

Building & Grounds Committee 

Patrick Early  

 (318) 734-0282 – Home 
pearly1955@gmail.com 

 

Caring Connection Committee 

Susan Bettinger 

(318) 868-0863 – Home  
 

Communications Committee 
John Allen  

(318) 525-7806 – Cell 

taoistphoenix@live.com 
 

Food Folks and Fun Committee 

Amanda Lawrence  

(318) 402-3314 – Cell 
missdufour@hotmail.com 

 

Fundraising Committee 

OPEN 
 

Membership Committee 

Ron Thurston  

(318) 300-9509 – Cell 
port1boi@yahoo.com  

 

Pledge Drive Committee 

Bennett Upton 

(318) 553-7321 – Cell 

trollgrr@gmail.com 
 

Social Justice Committee 
Phil Boswell 

(318) 573-3296 – Cell 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Melissa Gibson 

(318) 550-1296 – Cell 
MelissaInkDesigns@gmail.com 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

On Summer Hiatus,  

will publish only as necessary 
 

All Souls is a  

Welcoming  

Congregation. 

 For some reason my 

name and face have been 

seen in the media unusually 

often of late.  

 Of course I appreciate 

the many kind words people 

have extended the write up 

and news stories. Still, high 

visibility always comes to 

me with doses of humility.  

 There are a good num-

ber of subjects about which 

and circumstances under 

which I can let discussions 

become impassioned with-

out being caught up in the 

vortex; but this is clearly 

not the case in all arenas or 

on all topics.  

 Almost every Board of 

Directors that I have worked 

with over my time and mul-

tiple hats at All Souls has 

seen me ardently advocate 

for or fervently argue 

against one thing or another.  

 I was, after all, a musi-

cian and activist long before 

I moved into ministry.  

 Plain to me is the fact 

that I continue to grow into 

this job—these responsibili-

ties—and have a long way 

to go. 

 Recently while in an 

elected official’s office try-

ing to lobby for withdrawal 

of a bill I believe would cul-

tivate and perpetuate dis-

crimination, I watched two 

other people present facts 

and documents with calm 

tones, well planned argu-

ments, and measured reac-

tions. I found my insides 

beginning to roil like a pres-

sure cooker to the point that 

the times I spoke my tone 

was insistent and intense—

something I know to be less 

than optimally effective in 

such situations.  

 I then watched another 

minister speak on the heels 

of my energetic offering 

with probably more insis-

tence than would have been 

used otherwise.  

 Several times I wit-

nessed firsthand and small 

scale the way anxiousness 

escalates.   

 As I write this, repre-

sentatives for peace are 

standing between police 

lines and would be aggres-

sive forces in Baltimore. 

 Between events there 

and my own minor encoun-

ters the words from our 

New Member signing play 

in my head: “Justice is not 

easy. The ways of peace 

take courage. Compassion 

requires great personal 

knowledge and heart. Each 

needs conscious tending.”  

 Even though I consider 

myself an advocate for 

peace, even though I often 

speak of learning to see be-

yond one’s own perspective, 

I am humbled by the contri-

butions I do sometimes 

make to the chaos in heart-

felt discussions and to the 

tension within a gathering 

that includes political oppo-

sition.  To you in this con-

gregation I am charged with 

representing I extend my 

promise to keep working on 

growing in the ways of 

peace, tolerance, strength, 

and courage that my pres-

ence and behavior might 

better reflect all of our prin-

ciples and be prompted by 

love not undermined by 

fear. 

 Several years ago I 

bought a number of copies 

of the book Cultivating 

Peace by James O’Dea and 

asked the Board to read it.  

As a reminder to myself as 

well as for you I close with 

this quote from that book: 

“Balance can combine out-

rage at the death of a 12-

year-old activist with a 

commitment to seek justice 

if one is also cultivating 

qualities such as compas-

sion, empathy, and well-

being in one’s own life.” 

 Thomas Merton put it 

beautifully in Conjectures 

of a Guilty Bystander: 

“Frenzy destroys our inner 

capacity for peace. It de-

stroys the fruitfulness of our 

work because it kills the 

inner wisdom which makes 

work fruitful.”   

 While the work of 

maintaining one’s inner bal-

ance sounds less than earth-

shaking, the peace builder is 

nonetheless called to culti-

vate inner wisdom more 

than moral proselytizing.  

 Peace work is not about 

winning the argument; it is 

about mastering one’s need 

to be the winner. When we 

can really put ourselves in 

the shoes of the other, when 

we can reach new depths of 

empathy, then we can be 

effective ambassadors of 

peace. 

 

In ever-evolving faith, 

Barbara 

FROM THE MINISTER 

 By Rev.  
Barbara Jarrell 

Peace Work Is Not About Needing to Win the Argument 



 

 

 For those of you who’ve been following the news, 

you may know that your minister and I have been speak-

ing up for you and against HB 707, the so-called 

“Marriage and Conscience Act.” 

 I say “so-called,” because it only covers some peo-

ple’s marriages and some people’s conscience.  Mike 

Johnson, the Bossier City representative sponsoring the 

bill, says, “The right of conscience must be protected,” 

and yet the right of conscience has been denied for years 

to clergy in the Unitarian Universalist tradition who have 

been performing weddings for people who do not enjoy 

the same legal rights as others, and that doesn’t seem to 

bother him at all.  

 I have heard the words “religious persecution” thrown 

around so much lately that I have felt called as a religious 

educator to do my part to help clear up any misconcep-

tions of what that means.  

 In that spirit … 

Let’s Define Actual Religious Persecution 

Corner office with a view 

 By Susan Caldwell,  
Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

How to Tell if You Are Religiously Persecuted 
 

• If someone is holding you captive and threatening to cut off your head unless you convert to that person's religion, 

you are probably religiously persecuted.  

 

• If someone else wants the same legal rights you have had for years, and you object on the grounds of your reli-

gious beliefs, you are  probably NOT religiously persecuted.  

 

• If you cannot freely and safely gather in your place of worship without incurring threats of violence or actual vio-

lence, you are probably religiously persecuted.  

 

• If you try to pass legislation denying others rights that you enjoy, and a higher court tells you that is unconstitu-

tional, you are still probably NOT religiously persecuted.  

 

• If you are rounded up and shot in your religious school or place of worship, you are probably religiously perse-

cuted.  

 

• If the entire nation has a day off on your religious holidays and no one else's, you are probably NOT religiously 

persecuted.  

 

• If two women who live down the street from you get legally married and you don't like it, you are still probably 

NOT religiously persecuted.  

 

• If people regularly pray exclusively in your tradition at public events, and do so with impunity even when that 

prayer may be at best quasi-legal and possibly even against the law, you are probably not religiously persecuted.  

 
• If you are a member of the clergy, and clergy members in your tradition can perform legal same-sex weddings in 

other states, but not in your home state, you are probably religiously persecuted.  

 

• If you do not live in a Christian theocracy and yet teachers,  principals  and students pray in public schools at re-

quired assemblies invoking the God of your tradition, and a family of another faith or no faith objects, you are 

probably NOT religiously persecuted.  

 

(Continued on Page 3: RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION) 

 



 

 

May 7 & June 4 

 MAY 9 

GIVE FOR GOOD: Most of you are familiar with 

Northern and Central Louisiana Interfaith, an organization 

of religious institutions working together to create mean-

ingful change in our community and throughout the state. 

 Current issues include continuing to work for Medi-

caid Expansion, remedying the problem of food deserts in 

underserved communities, stemming the tide of Mass In-

carceration and seeking reform of the public defender sys-

tem, and working to bring an employer-driven workforce 

intermediary like Monroe’s successful NOVA program to 

Northwest Louisiana.  

 So before you do too much celebrating on Cinco de 

Mayo, remember to log on to your computer or phone and 

GIVE FOR GOOD!  

Submitted by Susan Caldwell, DLRE 

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION: 

• If you are a member of that same family and you re-

ceive obscene phone calls and death threats in the 

name of Jesus until your family is essentially hounded 

out of your school district, chances are that you are 

religiously persecuted. See the difference? (Note: This 

happened locally several years ago, and Mike Johnson 

defended the school.) 
 

• If you publicly announce that your religious beliefs 

give you the right to discriminate against others who 

are different, and there is a public outcry against that 

sentiment, you are still probably NOT religiously per-

secuted.  
 

• If all the glass windows in your place of business are 

broken by storm troopers because of your faith, and 

then you are made to place your business into the 

hands of someone not of your faith, there's a really 

good chance you are religiously persecuted.  
 

• If your business is boycotted because you expressed 

discriminatory statements, you are probably NOT re-

ligiously persecuted.  
 

• If, as a result of said actions you are vandalized or re-

ceive death threats, you are the victim of jerks and 

criminals who have acted despicably and deserve to be 

prosecuted,  and there are already laws in place for 

that, but … and this distinction is really important … 

you are STILL NOT religiously persecuted. 
 

• If even many religious leaders disagree with your as-

sertion that your faith-based discriminatory arguments 

make justifiable public policy, you are STILL probably 

NOT religiously persecuted.  
 

I hope this helps. I live to serve.  
 

Peace, love and understanding,  

Susan 



 

 

 
DENOMINATIONAL EVENTS 

22-24 May 2015 – Baton Rouge YRUU Youth Rally (Baton Rouge ,LA). For high school youth ages 14 to 19. 

Details in the ad above. 

 

24-28 June 2015 – UUA General Assembly (Portland, OR). The annual business meeting for congregations and 

other organizations within the Unitarian Universalist Association. For more details, go online here: http://

www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml. 

Submitted by Steve Caldwell, Denominational Affairs Committee 

 Join friends and allies from all over Louisiana in Baton Rouge for Planned Parenthood’s Lobby Day on Monday, 

May 4!  Meet with legislators to let them know that Louisiana women and families depend on and support the vital 

health care services Planned Parenthood provides. There is power in raising our voices, monitoring legislation, and 

showing legislators that we are watching them every single step of the process.  This event takes place from 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m. at the Louisiana State Capitol building, 900 N. Third Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70302.  More information is 

available at www.standwithlouisianawomen.org. 

Submitted by Melissa Gibson, Newsletter Editor 

http://www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml
http://www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml
http://www.standwithlouisianawomen.org


 

 

14-20 June 2015 Camp Murray 

Youth Camp (Lake Murray State 

Park, near Ardmore, OK). For 14 

through 18 years old youth, age 19 if 

just graduated from high school (rising 

9th grade to recent graduate). This 

camp is sponsored by First UU Church 

of Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

28 June–4 July 2015 SW District Pri-

mary Grades Summer Camp (U-Bar-

U Camp). For 8 through 11 year old 

children (rising 3rd to 6th graders). 

 

5-11 July 2015 SW District Junior 

Grades Summer Camp (U-Bar-U 

Camp). For 12 through 14 year old 

youth (rising 7th to 9th graders). 

 

12-18 July 2015 SW District Senior 

Grades Summer Camp (U-Bar-U 

Camp). For 14 to 18 years old youth, 

age 19 if just graduated from high 

school (rising 9th grade to recent 

graduate). 

 

19-24 July 2015 SWUUSI (Southwest 

UU Summer Institute) – Location 

TBA. Additional details as we get 

closer to the event date. 

Submitted by Steve Caldwell, Denomi-

national Affairs Committee 

2015 UU Summer Camp News 

Robert Smith Named May’s VOM 
 For sharing his many musical talents with us over the years, and es-

pecially so in the past few months, the All Souls Board and Council 

agreed unanimously to select Robert Smith as Volunteer of the Month 

for May. 

 Since Robert and Rev. Susan Smith and their daughters Sarah and 

Jennifer returned to All Souls, he has frequently enhanced our services 

with his phenomenal skills on various woodwinds. In addition to many 

performances on his signature soprano sax, he has performed solos on 

bass clarinet, tin whistle, and of course, that incredible bari sax duet with 

George Hancock at Rev. Barbara Jarrell’s ordination.  

 As if all of that were not enough, he has stepped up to be the choir 

director while Barbara was undergoing her surgery and subsequent 

chemo for breast cancer. As Barbara regains her energy and steps back 

into church life, Robert is continuing as co-choir director, sharing con-

ducting responsibilities with Barbara, thus giving the entire congregation 

the benefit of all of that combined talent.  

 Oh, and he has also served on the Board, served as pledge chair, and 

preached from time to time. Look for him back in the pulpit on Father’s 

Day, June 21! 

Submitted by Susan Caldwell, DLRE 

Congregational Meeting Called for May 17 
From: Kathryn Osuch, Board Secretary 

To:  All Members, Inactive Members and Friends 

 

In accordance with the Bylaws of our church, I as Secretary of the 

Board, hereby announce that All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

will hold a special congregational meeting on Sunday May 17, 2015 at 

12:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 

ON THE AGENDA: 

•       Read and approve Minutes of last Congregational Meeting.         

•       Election of the Board Members for 2015- 2017 

•       Election of members of the Committee on Ministry 

 

Please make every effort to attend.  All active members should attend 

this meeting or give their proxies to those who can.  Inactive members 

and friends of the church are invited and encouraged to participate, but 

bylaws stipulate that only those members who have been active 30 days 

or longer may vote. 

 

We must have a quorum.  Childcare provided.  



 

 

  

Things You Can Learn  

from Your Mother 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

 On Sunday, April 12, we held an 

Ingathering, welcoming Donna 

Clark, Tyrus Mulkey, Barbara Pat-

rick, Keaton Barnard, James Peck, 

and Jennifer Russell as members.  

 Please take the time to get to 

know these fine folks and help them 

feel comfortable in their new church 

home. 

 On Sunday, April 26, Logan 

Byrd became our newest member, 

please welcome Logan to our church 

family. 

 This month’s Information Session 

is May 24 and starts at about 12:30 

p.m.  Grab a cup of coffee after the 

service and join us in the middle/high 

school classroom—the one with the 

couches. 

 The meeting is open to anyone 

interested in exploring more about 

Unitarian Universalism and member-

ship at All Souls.  It is held in the high 

school classroom—the one with the 

couches.    

 We will share ongoing activities 

at All Souls, ways to get involved, and 

our membership process.  Staff and 

members will be present to answer 

questions, and we will share spiritual 

journeys, as you are comfortable.   

 If you have questions regarding 

membership, please contact me at  

(318) 300-9509.   

 By Ron Thurston, 
Membership Committee  

Visitors, Join Us for an Info Session on May 31 

Membership Matters 

 

“We need “We need 

not think not think 

alike to love alike to love 

alike.”alike.”  



 

 

A Special Thank You to Our  
MATCHING MEMBERS 

 

Bennett Upton 
Susan Caldwell 
Ken Peterson 
Bob Jordan 

Barbara Jarrell 
Steve Caldwell 
Ron Thurston 

S u n  
 
 

M o n  
 

T ue  
 

W e d  
 
 

T h u  
 
 
 
 

F r i  
1  
 

Sat 
2 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
3 PM ADF 
 
 
 
 

3 
9:30 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 
12 Noon  
Emerson Award  
Reception 
 
1:30 PM LTA 
 
 

4 
Planned Parenthood 
Lobby Day (Baton 
Rouge) 
 
5:45 PM Yoga 
 

5 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
 

6 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
 

7 
5 PM Highland Blessing 
Dinner 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Support Group 

9 9 
9 AM to 1 PM  
Building & Grounds 
Work Day 
 

10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 

1PM Building & 
Grounds Committee 
Meeting 
 

3 PM ADF 

10 
9:30 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 
 
 

11 
5:45 PM Yoga 

12 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
 
  

13 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
 

14 
5 PM Support Group 
 
 
 
 

15 
6 PM Worship 
Committee  
Meeting 

16 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 

10:30 AM, 2:30 PM 
Sandra Odom Piano 
Recitals 
 

3 PM ADF 
 

17 
9:30 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 
12:30 PM  
Congregational  
Meeting (Page 6) 
 
 

18 
Interfaith Legislative 
Visit 
 
5:45 PM Yoga 

19 
6 PM Board & Council 
Meeting 
 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
 

20 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
5 PM Support Group 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
3 PM ADF 
 
 
 

24 
9:30 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 
 
 
 
 

9:30 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 

12:30 PM  
Newcomer Info Session 

31 

25 
 

26 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
8 PM Newsletter  
Deadline 

27 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
7 PM  
Pastafarian  
Dinner 

28 
5 PM Support Group 

29 30 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
3 PM ADF 

BAFB Air Show 

BAFB Air Show 

Combat Payday Lending with May 17 Second Collection 
 At the May 17 service, All Souls will hold a second plate collection, benefiting the Highland 

Center Ministries Fund at Pelican State Credit Union.  This fund is used to provide fair interest 

rate loans to very low income and very low asset individuals who would otherwise turn to payday 

lenders. 

 The All Souls Board and Council is matching the first $1,000 in donations—$300 from the 

“Donations to Others” budget and $700 pledged by generous individuals from the Board and 

Council.  Several members from the All Souls Board and Council will match the first $1,000 do-

nated on May 17. 

 The fund has already been used to make several loans, some of which have been fully repaid 

and more that remain current; only two or three have defaulted.  

 John Ratcliff represents All Souls at the Highland Center Ministries Financal Committee 

meetings and is pleased to report that the funds we gather on May 17 are likely to be the first addi-

tional funds since the fund’s inception (a $10,000 contribution by the Church for the Highlands).  

Submitted by John Ratcliff, Member 


