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All Souls News 

OFFICE HOURS Tuesday through Friday:  10 a.m. to 2 p.m.    
OFFICE EMAIL  office@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
OFFICE PHONE  (318) 868-3313 

 Many thanks to the All Souls members who came out 

for our first Accountability Meeting, with Candidates for 

State Representative and District Attorney. We had a good 

showing, and the interaction was productive and respectful.  

 Our next Accountability Meeting is Thursday, October 

15 at 7 p.m. The location will be announced closer to the date, 

so please watch your emails and listen for pulpit announce-

ments for that information. 

 This meeting will focus primarily on the races for the 

Caddo Commission and for Caddo Parish Sheriff, but we will 

also be inviting other candidates for State Representative and 

State Senator who did not make the previous meeting, as well 

as the other candidates for Caddo Parish District Attorney.   

(Continued on Page 4: INTERFAITH)  

OCTOBER SERVICES 
Worship Service starts at 11 a.m.   

Children and Youth are dismissed during the service for Religious Education. 

Nursery care is available during Adult RE and till the service ends. 
 

October 4—Susan Bettinger and fr iends br ing back 

one of our most popular services of the year, Blessing of 

the Animals.  It’s also, most appropr iately, Feast Day 

of St. Francis of Assisi at that! Members and friends are 

invited to bring your furry, four-footed, feathered, 

finned, and even scaly and slithery friends right into the 

sanctuary for a celebration of our non-human compan-

ions in the interdependent web. The animals are almost 

always uncommonly good in this service, but we do ask 

that you bring your pets either on a leash or in some kind 

of appropriate container, as even the most docile of pets 

can be unpredictable in new situations.  If you don’t have 

a pet to bring, or if your cats have told you flatly that 

they are plenty blessed already, thank you, please feel 

free to bring a photograph or stuffed animal in their 

stead. We will also have a memorial candle lighting to 

speak the names of the pets we’ve loved and lost.  Board 

Persons of the Day are Melissa Gibson and Diane Bun-

dy. 

 

October 11—Rev. Barbara Jarrell is in the pulpit.  

Adult RE begins today, starting at 9:15 a.m. in the Social 

Hall.  Board Persons of the Day are Jocelyn Lanham and 

Ken Peterson. 

 

October 18—“Who Are the Prophets?”  As we come 

to the end of our pillar on Unitarian Universalist Identity, 

and the focus on our Second Source, we take time to ex-

plore our own potential to be  “prophetic women and 

men…[confronting] powers and structures of evil with 

justice, compassion, and the transforming power of 

love.”  The children and youth will join us in this inter-

generational service.  Board Persons of the Day are 

Kathy Osuch and Amanda Lawrence. 

 

October 25—Rev. Barbara Jarrell is in the pulpit.  

Board Persons of the Day are Bob Jordan and Eric 

First. 



 

 All Souls is a  

Welcoming  

Congregation. 

 There are issues of all 

sorts coming from every 

angle that tug at our hearts, 

play on our passions, and 

mess with our minds.   

 Part of the struggle as 

we move along our spiritu-

al journeys is making 

peace with our limitations.  

We cannot tackle all the 

things that we find wrong 

with the world around us.  

We simply do not have 

that much power or con-

trol—not to mention time, 

energy or other resources.  

 Within our Congrega-

tion there are individuals 

involved in all sorts of non

-profits, social action, so-

cial justice, and social ser-

vice organizations and pro-

fessions.  The things that 

matter most deeply to one 

individual are not neces-

sarily the same with anoth-

er.   

 As a result we have to 

make choices and identify 

what is ours to do. 

 When congregations 

the size of All Souls want 

to have significant impact 

in the broader community 

or region the most effec-

tive way to do that is to 

join forces with others.  To 

this end we participate 

with Northern and Central 

Louisiana Interfaith to 

work on the issues that res-

onate with our Principles 

and Covenant to work to-

ward a more peaceful, fair 

and free world—

specifically the ones that 

can cross religious, politi-

cal, economic and cultural 

lines.  Through the High-

land Center we again work 

with other groups on still 

more issues.  

 Sometimes our under-

standing of 

circumstanc-

es and solu-

tions are 

constricted 

by the filters 

we’ve devel-

oped through 

our own life-

times of ex-

perience.  

This makes 

the capacity 

to hear oth-

ers’ concerns 

one of the most challeng-

ing though critical pieces 

of our peace and justice 

work.  Still, I think it an 

essential part of standing 

with rather than just stand-

ing for.   

 Being able to actually 

grasp what has brought 

others to the conclusions 

they have reached--to the 

point of seeing why their 

view would seem the most 

rational conclusion from 

their perspective—takes 

setting aside our agenda 

for the duration of the lis-

tening.   

 One is not open or 

teachable while focused on 

being right or while stand-

ing convinced that he/she 

is smarter or knows more 

than whoever else is in-

volved—EVEN when it is 

true!   

 After hearing more 

deeply what pieces of the 

puzzle the other views are 

contributing that are not a 

part of one’s own under-

standing she/he must then 

endeavor to 

zoom perspec-

tive out far 

enough to see 

how both views 

are a part of one 

whole before 

searching for the 

specific lan-

guage that might 

actually serve to 

effectively com-

municate be-

tween the two 

points.  This all 

constitutes a very tall or-

der! 

 I still maintain that if 

there is a place in this part 

of the world that might fa-

cilitate achieving such an 

end of deep understanding, 

effective cross-systems and 

boxes communication, and 

ultimately significant posi-

tive outcomes it would be 

among us. 

 This, of course, would 

require great effort.  My 

wish and my prayer will 

continue to be that we 

move ever closer to being 

such a place. 

 

Yours in ever evolving 

faith, 
Barbara 

FROM THE MINISTER 

 

Standing With While Siding For 

“One is not 

open or 

teachable 

while focused 

on being 

right …” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Church Office 
(318) 868-3313 

office@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
 

Board President  

Eric First, President 
(318) 840-2197 – Cell 

efirst@lsuhsc.edu 
 

Minister 

Rev. Barbara Jarrell 

(318) 797-1957 – Home 
(318) 393-5952 – Cell 

minister@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
 

Director of Lifespan 

Religious Education  

Susan Caldwell  
(318) 465-3427 – Cell 

dre@allsoulsuushreveport.org  
 

Financial Assistants 

Jan Daczyk 

finance@allsoulsuushreveport.org 
Laurie Lyons  

laurie@walkerlyons.com 
 

Building & Grounds Committee 

Patrick Early  

 (318) 734-0282 – Home 
pearly1955@gmail.com 

 

Caring Connection Committee 

Susan Bettinger 

(318) 868-0863 – Home  
 

Communications Committee 
John Allen  

(318) 525-7806 – Cell 

taoistphoenix@live.com 
 

Food Folks and Fun Committee 

Amanda Lawrence  

(318) 402-3314 – Cell 
missdufour@hotmail.com 

 

Fundraising Committee 

OPEN 
 

Membership Committee 

Ron Thurston  

(318) 300-9509 – Cell 
port1boi@yahoo.com  

 

Pledge Drive Committee 

Bennett Upton 

(318) 553-7321 – Cell 

trollgrr@gmail.com 
 

Social Justice Committee 
Phil Boswell 

(318) 573-3296 – Cell 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Melissa Gibson 

(318) 550-1296 – Cell 
MelissaInkDesigns@gmail.com 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Tuesday, October 27 by 8 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Eldad, Medad, and You; Adult RE Begins on October 11 

 Bye, Pope Francis.  

 You have kept a schedule that would exhaust a lot of 

20-year-olds, and I hope you got a nice nap on the plane. 

Thank you for being in America.  

 Thank you for your positive message of love, inclu-

sion, and caring for the most vulnerable among us.  

 Thank you for being the complete opposite of a cer-

tain guy who was monopolizing the news before you got 

here.  

 Thank you, also, for reminding me gently but firmly 

of the teaching of my own faith as well as yours: that that 

guy, too, has inherent worth and dignity.  

 And by the way, thank you, also, for giving me the 

seed of this month’s newsletter column.  

 On his last day in the United States, the Pope cele-

brated Mass at St. Charles Borromeo in Philadelphia, and 

the readings in that day’s liturgy had a common theme:  

regular folks with the audacity to do God's work, and how 

Moses and Jesus each felt about the subject.  

 The Hebrew Testament Reading was from Numbers 

11, which tells the story of Eldad and Medad. Moses had 

complained to God that he was feeling overwhelmed with 

the responsibility of so many cranky people following him 

to the Promised Land. So God said to bring 70 elders to 

the main tent and they would be given the gifts of the spir-

it along with Moses, and share his burden.  So Moses 

gathered the elders in the tent, but two men, Eldad and 

Medad, for whatever reason, did not go to the tent, yet 

received the gift just the same and began prophesying out 

in the camp.  When a young man out in the camp heard 

them, he became incensed and ran to implore Moses to 

make them stop.  Moses said, essentially, "So what?"  Or, 

if you prefer the NRSV, “Are you jealous for my sake? 

Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that 

the Lord would put his spirit on them!”  

 And in the Christian Testament reading for the same 

day (Mark 9: 38-41) , the disciple John has caught some-

one casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and has tried to 

stop him—”But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one 

who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me.  Whoever is not against us 

is for us.” Or, essentially, “So what?”   

 "Here," said Pope Francis, "is the surprise: Moses and 

Jesus both rebuke those closest to them for being so nar-

row!  Would that all could be prophets of God’s word! 

Would that everyone could work miracles in the Lord’s 

name!"  

 And so, my dear friends, at this time of year when we 

celebrate “the words and deeds of prophetic women and 

men which challenge us to confront powers and structures 

of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming 

power of love;" it is important not only to know the 

“prophetic women and men” of our history, but to know 

those of the present day, and to know that we are among 

them.   

 The prophets of the Hebrew Testament, and Jesus 

himself, were those with a certain vision of the future, but 

more importantly, with a very sharp and clear vision of 

the present and a very keen eye for the inadequacies and 

injustices of the society in which they lived.  

 Our own tradition is replete with the prophets of a 

more recent time: abolitionists, advocates for mental 

health care, for civil rights, women's rights, GLBT rights, 

animal rights, and more.   

 So we begin the Adult Religious Education year with 

a book by one of our modern Unitarian Universalist 

prophets, Michelle Alexander. The book is The New Jim 

Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color-Blindness, 

and it explores one of the great tragedies of the current 

day—the alarming trend of mass incarceration and the 

way it is decimating an entire generation of young African

-American males. With the recent national attention fo-

cused on our district attorney’s office, and the upcoming 

elections, now is the time for some serious prophesying in 

the camp, for some real casting out of the demons of mass 

incarceration and prison-for-profit!   

(Continued on Page 4: CORNER OFFICE) 

 By Susan Caldwell,  
Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

 

Join Us for Adult RE  
First Class is October 11 at 

9:15 a.m. in the Social Hall 
 

Child care provided. 
 

Purchase your copy through the Amazon 

link on the church’s website or contact 

Susan, so she can order in bulk. 



 

 

From the UU Kids Coloring Book created by The First Parish in Cambridge, Unitarian Universal-

ist.  Complete book is available at http://thoughtsonblank.com/uu-kids-coloring-book/. 

CORNER OFFICE: We are all called to be pr ophets, so it’s time to study the manual!   

 Update: In the time since I turned in my column, we've learned that Pope Francis apparently met secretly 

with Kentucky Clerk of Court Kim Davis while in this country. Am I disappointed? Sure. Do I wish he were trying to 

turn her heart the way Jesus did with the tax collector Zacchaeus? Of course. Am I surprised the Pope is still Catho-

lic? Not really. I am also no less inspired by his homily and no less determined to keep prophesying in the camp and 

casting out demons. It's just that my prophesying will include the rights of my LGBT friends and the demons I cast 

out will include homophobia.  

INTERFAITH: Just as before, 

turnout is important. Candidates 

need to see a large and diverse 

group of people literally holding 

them accountable for all they 

promise to do.  

• It is not an open forum.  The 

candidates are asked specific 

questions about the specific 

issues on Interfaith’s agenda, 

purposely phrased in a “Yes 

or No” format. Being politi-

cians, the candidates have 30 

seconds to elaborate on their 

YES or NO.  Then at the end 

of the rounds of questions, 

they each have a couple of 

minutes to lay out their vi-

sion for the office they seek.  

• It is not a night for “gotcha” 

politics. We meet with can-

didates in advance and give 

them the questions that will 

be asked. We want them to 

be informed and to craft 

thoughtful answers that stick 

to the point and don’t evade 

or meander. We want to 

know if they will work with 

us.  

• The last question is always, 

“Will you meet with us with-

in 90 days of taking office, 

and again on a regular basis 

after that?”  Our aim is to 

build relationships with ALL 

elected officials, regardless 

of policy or previous records 

on our issues. One important 

philosophy of Interfaith’s 

form of organizing is, “No 

permanent enemies, no per-

manent allies.”   

Submitted by Susan Caldwell, 

DLRE 



 

 

Join Highland Center Ministries for CARnival 
 One of the many great things about being a partner in 

Highland Center Ministries is how much more we can do 

together than alone.   

 The Highland Blessing Dinner is one great example, 

the Hand-Up Loans at Pelican State Credit Union are an-

other, and a now you have a great opportunity to partici-

pate in a third and especially fun and festive feature of this 

partnership: The Halloween CARnival!  

 Like our own Trunk or Treat, participants decorate 

their cars, give out candy, and bring a game for children to 

play as they 

move from 

car to car 

trick-or-

treating. Be-

cause it is in 

the afternoon, 

it shouldn’t 

interfere with 

any of your 

trick-or-treat 

plans at 

home, and 

we’ll be 

bringing joy 

and fun not 

only to our 

own All Souls 

kids but also 

to a lot of kids 

in the High-

land neighborhood and the surrounding area for whom 

this may be their only trick-or-treat opportunity.   

 There will be a couple of bouncy houses and other 

fun features, so please plan to be a part of the CARnival 

on Halloween day.  

 If you find yourself missing Trunk or Treat at All 

Souls, please talk to me about being in charge of it for 

next year!   

 CARnival is Saturday, October 31 from 

12 noon to 2 p.m. in the Highland Center 

Parking Lot on the corner 

of Olive and High-

land in Shreveport. 

Submitted by 

Susan Caldwell, 

DLRE 

Do you recognize any of these children and youth from past Trunk or Treats 

at All Souls? 

Saturday,  
August 17 

Pledge Campaign 
Kickoff October 25 
 Join us for breakfast on October 25 at 10 

a.m. in the Social Hall.  We’ll enjoy some fellow-

ship and food and kick off this year’s pledge 

campaign. 

 It’s the time of year to make your pledge for 

2016.  Your pledge an essential part out of budg-

et planning and the church 

exists solely on your dona-

tions. 

 Interested in helping 

out with the breakfast or 

on the Pledge Committee?  

Contact Amanda Law-

rence at (318) 402-3314. 



 

 

October 1 & 29 

 This month’s Newcomer Infor-

mation Session is scheduled for Octo-

ber 25, following the worship service.  

Grab a cup of coffee after the service 

and join us in the middle/high school 

classroom—the one with the couches. 

 The meeting is open to anyone 

interested in exploring more about 

Unitarian Universalism and member-

ship at All Souls.   

 We will share ongoing activities 

at All Souls, ways to get involved, and 

our membership process.  Staff and 

members will be present to answer 

questions, and we will share spiritual 

journeys, as you are comfortable. 

 

 

 Please take the time to get know 

these fine folks and welcome them to 

All Souls. Signers are eligible for 

membership 30 days after signing the 

Stepping Stones Book. 

 If you have questions regarding 

membership, please see me before or 

after church or contact me at  (318) 

300-9509.   

 

 The Board elected Claudia Harris as Oc-

tober’s Volunteer of the Month.  Even with a 

bum arm, Claudia usually makes it to church 

before anyone else—she starts the coffee, 

straightens the Social Hall, etc. 

 Claudia regularly oversees the sound for 

the worship services and has served on the 

Board a number of times.  She is also a regu-

lar at Building & Grounds Workdays and 

speaks from the pulpit a few times each year. 

 For all you do, Claudia, know that you 

are greatly appreciated by All Souls. 

Submitted by Melissa Gibson, Newsletter Edi-

tor 

Thank you to everyone 

who contributed to our 

River of Giving! 
 

We collected more than 

$6,000 towards our  

recent erosion work. 



 

 

 

2015 Gala &  

Silent Auction 

Friday, November 6, 6:30 to 10 p.m. 
 

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at the door. 

 

Need more information?  Contact Melissa Gibson at 

(318) 550-1296 or melissainkdesigns@gmail.com.   

 
For the latest updates on the event, be sure to “like”  the All 

Souls—Annual Gala & Silent Auction on Facebook. 

Karaoke * Dinner * Silent Auction * 

Cash Bar * Photo Booth * and More  

All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church presents ... 

KARAOKE  
NIGHT 

  Mark your calendars for the 

All Souls’ largest fundraiser of 

the year, the Annual Gala and 

Silent Auction.  We’re trying it 

on a Friday this year—

November 6 from 6:30 to 10 

p.m.  You won’t have to miss a 

football game to attend!  No 

excuses, LSU fans! 

 Formal invitations were 

mailed to members the end of 

September and tickets go on 

sale on Sunday, October 4 in 

the foyer before and after the 

worship service and will contin-

ue to be for sale each Sunday 

leading up to the event. 

 Tickets are $20, if pur-

chased in advance, and will be 

$25 at the door. 

 This year’s event will be at 

All Souls and feature karaoke, 

dinner, cash bar, silent auction, 

photo booth, and more.  You 

won’t want to miss it! 

 Not able to attend?  We 

always need a few donated tick-

et, so feel free to purchase a 

ticket or two, and we’ll reserve 

them for members needing free 

or discounted tickets. 

 We are also considering 

offering on-site child care for 

this year’s event.  If this would 

be helpful to you, please contact 

Melissa Gibson. 

 We need items for the Si-

lent Auction.  What kind of 

items?  Gift cards, original art-

work, jewelry, event tickets, 

services (such as yard care), and 

parties (host a party—simple or 

elaborate—and we’ll sell off the 

attendee slots).  Ask your favor-

ite business for a donation—

you’ll be surprised how many 

say yes! 

 Items for the Silent Auction 

are due no later than Friday, 

October 30.  Items must be ac-

companied by the proper paper-

work and be delivered to Melis-

sa’s home (unless other ar-

rangements are made). 

 If you would like to help 

with gathering donations, deco-

rating, setup, catering, check-

out, or cleanup or have any 

questions, please contact Melis-

sa Gibson via call/text (318) 

550-1296 or via email at melis-

sainkdesigns@gmail.com. 

Submitted by Melissa Gibson, 

Fundraising Committee 

Tickets Now On Sale for the All Souls Annual 
Gala & Silent Auction; Event November 6 



 

 

S u n  
 
 

M o n  
 

T ue  
 

W e d  
 
 

T h u  
1 
5 PM Highland Blessing 
Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
5 PM Support Group 

F r i  
2  
7 PM Family 
Game Night 

Sat 
3 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
3 PM ADF 
 
 
 
 

4 
11 AM Worship  
Blessing of the  
Animals  
(no RE classes) 
 
1:30 PM LTA 
 

5 
5:45 PM Yoga 
 

6 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
 

7 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 

8 
5 PM Support Group 

9 10 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
1 PM Bradley/Sullivan 
Wedding 
 
3 PM ADF 

11 
9:15 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 
 
 

12 
5:45 PM Yoga 
 
 
 

13 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
 
 
 
  

14 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 

15 
5 PM Support Group 
 
7PM Interfaith  
Candidate  
Accountability Meeting 
(See Page 1) 
 
 

16 
7 PM Family 
Game Night 

17 
9AM to 1 PM Building 
& Grounds Workday 
 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
3PM Memorial Service 
for Colleen Talbot 

18 
9:15 AM Adult RE 
11 AM Worship / RE 
Intergenerational 
 
4 PM Taste of  
Interfaith 

19 
5:45 PM Yoga 

20 
6 PM Board & Council 
Meeting 
 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 

21 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
5 PM Support Group 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
3 PM ADF 
 
4PM Wedding 

25 
9:15 AM Adult RE 
10AM Pledge Kickoff 
Breakfast 
11 AM Worship / RE 
Newcomer  
Information Session 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
5:45 PM Yoga 

27 
7 PM Great  
Questions Group 
 
8 PM Newsletter  
Deadline 

28 
5:30 PM Choir 
 
7 PM Family Game 
Night 

29 
5 PM Highland Blessing 
Dinner 
 
5 PM Support Group 
 
6:30 PM “Evaluating 
Priorities” Panel Discus-
sion on Reproductive 
Justice from NOW/
ACLU/LCRJ 

30 31 
10:30 AM  
Meditation 
 
12 to 2 PM CARnival 
(See Page 4) 
 
3 PM ADF 

 DENOMINATIONAL EVENTS 

9-11 October 2015 UBarU Women’s Retreat (UBarU 

Ranch – near Austin TX). For more information, contact 

Sheri Phillabaum (dlre@uusat.org). 

 

14-18 October 2015 UU Womenspirit Retreat (The 

Mountain Retreat and Learning Center – Highlands 

NC). For  more information, please go online here:  

http://www.uuwomenspirit.org/ 

 

6-8 November 2015 Heart of Texas YRUU Youth Rally 

(First UU Church, San Antonio TX). For  high school 

youth ages 14 to 19. For more information, contact the 

church office. 

 

13-15 November 2015 SWUUC Fall Harvest Conference 

(Glen Lakes Camp and Conference Center, Glen Rose 

TX – near DFW). The conference theme is “Fall Confer -

ence 2015: Into the FUUture!” and this conference will pro-

vide tools and resources for charging ahead into the next 

year, ten years, or ten decades.  Each conference track is de-

signed to help leaders effect real cultural change toward 

growing a vital, healthy, effective UU community that helps 

its members achieve our vision of a world community with 

peace, liberty, and justice for all. For more information: 

http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html 

 

15-17 January 2016 Gulf Coast YRUU Youth Rally Bay 

Area UU Church (Houston TX area). For  high school 

youth ages 14 to 19. For more information, contact the 

church office. 

 

Submitted by Steve Caldwell – All Souls Denominational 

Affairs Committee 

OCTOBER OCTOBER 

http://www.uuasouthernregion.org/fc2015.html

